
spring/summer newsletter 2008

Mark
Your Calendar!

Next Ranger Meeting
Thursday, August 21th
8:00 pm at  
Juanita Bay Park
We will meet on lawn adjacent to 
the Ranger Room

Juanita Bay Park Ranger

 City of Kirkland Spring 
Volunteer Appreciation Event

Jette Townsend - Leadership Award

Jette has volunteered as a Juanita Bay Park Ranger 
for about eight years.  She led the most interpretive 
tours for elementary school classes, kindergarteners 
and toddlers at the park last year.  For the last few 
years, Jette has also volunteered to visit some schools 
to introduce the students to the park and its wildlife, 
prior to their Juanita Bay Park field trips.  Jette is 
a talented and creative teacher.  She has delighted 

students of all ages.  Jette is a true leader as she has volunteered greatly to meet 
the demand for Juanita Bay Park interpretive tours. 

Bob Gershmel -  Above and Beyond the Call of Duty Award

Bob has volunteered as a Juanita Bay Park Ranger for over seven years.  Last year 
he picked up over 500 pounds of garbage that had 
washed up on the shoreline at the north end of the 
park.  The scenery became aesthetically pleasing 
for the visitors and the habitat became safer for the 
wildlife.  Bob worked alone on many occasions and 
a couple times he arranged small work parties.  Bob 
does a great job caring for the park and its visitors.  
He consistently goes above and beyond the call of 
duty.  

Ernie Brown - Behind the Scenes Award

Ernie has volunteered as a Juanita Bay Park Ranger for six years.  He is a talented 
wildlife photographer and contributes many photos for the ranger newsletters.  His 
photos make our newsletters great wildlife information references for the rangers 
and our citizens.  Ernie compiled a book of his photos to use as a wildlife education 
tool for students and other park visitors.  Ernie is a great ambassador at the park; 
always greeting visitors and answering their questions.  In 2007, Ernie contributed 
over 700 hours as a Juanita Bay Park volunteer ranger.  (Ernie was unable to 
attend the volunteer event.)

Due to popular vote, we will enjoy 
another bat walk this summer.  Curt 
will tell us more facts and myths 
about bats and bring some of his bat 
detector equipment.  Feel free to 
bring one adult companion to this 
event.  Curt Black was on the Bats 

Northwest Board and became 
interested in bats as a 

cave explorer.  He was 
chairman of the 

Cascade Grotto 
of the National 
Speleological 

Society and 
used to help bat researchers find bats 
and move about safely in caves.  He 
has traveled and observed bats around 
the world.  Curt is an Environmental 
Scientist with the Environmental 
Protection Agency.  He also helped 
the East Lake Washington Audubon 
Society install the Purple Martin 
nesting gourds in the bay.  Curt has 
volunteered his time for all of our bat 
walks through the years.

Bat Walk with Curt Black

Bob, and his wife 
Mary Ann, Jette, Jan, 
Teresa and Sally enjoy 
socializing amongst 
other city program 
volunteers

photos by Marie Stake

Softshell Turtle
This softshell turtle was hanging out in the bay last 
May.  Ernie though it might be a Spiny Softshell Turtle.

Prostrate Stranvaesia 
- Photinia davidiana 
(formerly Stranvaesia 
davidiana)
Bonnie spotted this ornamental 
plant at the park and Ken Bolser, 
in Parks Maintenance, helped us 
identify it.  Even though the berries 
make the plant very attractive, it 
had the potential to be invasive so 

Collins Klemm, in Parks Maintenance, removed two of them.  If you spot any more 
in the park, please let Parks Maintenance staff or Teresa know the location.

Oregon State University has a good plant website with some great pictures of most 
horticultural plants. The link to it is: http://oregonstate.edu/dept/ldplants/3plants.
htm#phda

Spurless 
Impatiens 
-Impatiens 
ecalcarata 
This Spurless Impatiens 
is rare in King County. 
The flower is distinctive 
for its shape (no spur) 
and color (no spots).  
Botanist and researcher, 

Peter Zika, sent us his photo and is interested to know if the plant 
occurs at Juanita Bay wetlands (or elsewhere around the Kirkland 
shoreline and wetlands). He would like us to look out for the plant 
and report any occurrences to Teresa.  It starts showing up around 
mid-July, and it blooms in late summer and autumn.  It has been 
found in Bellevue wetlands flowering until mid-September.

Twinberry 
or Bearberry 
Honeysuckle 
-Lonicera 
involucrata
This shrub can be found on 
the way to the platform by 
the osprey pole.  Ernie said 
that the hummingbirds love 
the pairs of yellow tubular 

flowers.  The “twin” fruits are 
dark reddish-black berries and are 
surrounded by maroon bracts. The 
berries are not considered edible 
according to the Washington 
Native Plant Society.

Anna’s Hummingbird
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Honeysuckle 
-Lonceria sp.
This honeysuckle is a 
cultivated variety and can 
be found in a couple areas, 
near the south end of the 
causeway and along the east 
boardwalk. 
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Garter Snakes
Jan and Ernie saw many snakes along the 
ramp that leads to the causeway, toward the 
end of March.  Sometimes they saw several 
at a time and that went on for quite a few 
days.  Young snakes feed on earthworms.  
Adult snakes feed on amphibians or small 
fish and rarely on insects or spiders.  (Storm, 
R. & Leonard, W., Seattle Audubon Society 
Reptiles of Washington and Oregon) 

Beak Deformities
Bob brought in an article from the March 31st Seattle Post-
Intelligencer about an increase in beak deformities in the Pacific 
Northwest’s bird population.  Ernie saw 
this crow with “long-billed syndrome” 
a couple weeks later.  He reported it to 
Bud Anderson, president of the Falcon 
Research Group.  If you see any birds 
like this, email bud@frg.org or call 
(360)757-1911.  Chemical contaminants 
could be the cause but further study is 
required.  Many 
birds are unable 
to eat and preen 
themselves.  Birds 
with this condition 
have been spotted 
along the west 
coast and Alaska.

Raven
A Raven’s wingspan can be up to 53 
inches.  This photo demonstrates how 
its tail is long and wedge-shaped.
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Deputy Mayor Joan McBride 
presented the awards.




